
PIET ZWART INSTITUTE
Postgraduate studies and research

Willem de Kooning Academy Rotterdam University

Application Form

Admission
Students in the Master programmes at the Piet Zwart Institute of the Willem de Kooning 
Academy are interested in developing their work through experimentation as well as 
critical reflection on contemporary culture and society. They are able to formulate 
questions for independent research, and are ready to engage in collaborative study and 
work projects within the framework of their programme of choice.

English is our working language and proficiency in both speaking and writing is required. 
Candidates are required to have studied and received a Bachelor (or equivalent) 
diploma. Not all programmes require a previous degree in the same field of study.

Master Fine Art
The Fine Art course provides an international platform in which young artists can 
develop their practice through independent work as well as dialogue with artists, 
curators and theorists from a diversity of disciplines. We offer studio space and 
technical facilities, individual tutorial support, and an annually changing programme of 
thematic projects and lectures that function as a framework for the joint exploration of 
issues relevant to contemporary art and culture.

Master Interior Architecture & Retail Design
This programme provides an opportunity for students to develop innovative design 
ideas related to the marketing of all types of goods and services for retail and based on 
interior for interior architecture. Students should be curious by nature, enjoy challenges, 
learn where their limits are and how to extend them. The course has been designed 
for motivated designers and consists of an extremely varied course programme. We 
offer two specialisations within our Master programme: Interior Architecture and Retail 
Design.

Master Media Design & Communication
Students of the Media Design & Communication programmes come from a variety of 
backgrounds, experiences and cultures, and their work encompasses a wide variety of 
approaches. The Master programme has two specialisations: Networked Media and 
Lens-Based Digital Media. 

For the Networked Media specialisation, all students are expected to be skilled 
computer and internet users, and should be willing to engage in further training in the 
programming of information systems as well as the study of critical media theory as an 
integral part of their work. 

The Lens-Based Digital Media Masters programme focuses on approaching animation, 
digital photography, and moving-image design as a single expanded field. You will be 
encouraged to develop fluency across the whole range of lens-based media, to create 
your own individual visual language, and to employ your developing fluency and skills to 
create ambitious individual and group projects.

Assessment
Only a limited number of students can be placed in each programme annually. 
Assessment will take place on the basis of a motivation letter, portfolio of relevant work, 
résumé, proof of English language proficiency (TOEFL or IELTS) and a diploma from an 
accredited Bachelor (or equivalent) study programme. Both of the Master Media Design & 
Communication courses require a sample assignment.

Please indicate the programme 
you are applying to:

Master Fine Art
☐ 	 Full-time course

☐ 	 Exchange student

Master Interior Architecture & 
Retail Design
☐ 	 Interior Architecture

☐ 	 Retail Design

Master Media Design &    
Communication
☐ 	 Networked Media

	 ☐ 	 Full-time course

	 ☐ 	 Thematic project

☐ 	 Lens-Based Digital Media

	 ☐ 	 Full-time course

	 ☐ 	 Exchange student



Personal data:  

1.	 Family name:

2.	 First name and other initials:

3.	 Name by which you are known:

4.	 Sex:

5.	 Date of birth:

6.	 City & country of birth:		

7.	 Nationality:

Address:

8a. 	 Street address:

8b. 	 City & postal code:		

8c. 	 Country:

9a.	 Telephone number (Landline):

9b.	 Mobile:

10.	 E-mail address:

11.	 Website (if applicable):

Question 12 and 13 are only applicable if your  

country of birth is other than the Netherlands.

12.	 Father’s nationality:		

13.	 Mother’s nationality:

14. 	 Who to notify in case of emergency 		

14a.	 Name:

14b. 	 Telephone number:

Fill in question 15 only if your nationality is not  

Dutch but you live in the Netherlands, have a  

legal address and/or hold a residence permit.

15.		  Dates [choose a, b or c]:

☐ a.		The date of arrival stamped in your passport:

☐ b.		 The date you were issued a residence  

		  permit and the date it expires:

☐ c.	 	 The date on your city resident certificate  

    		  known as an Uittreksel/GBA and your 

		  identity number known as a 

		  Burgerservicenummer/BSN:

 

						    

						    

					   

☐ 	 male	 ☐ 	 female

						    

						    

						    

 

						    

						    

						    

						    

						    

						    

						    

					   

					   

					   

					   

					   

					   

					   



Answer question 16 only if you are a Dutch  

citizen and/or have studied in the Netherlands  

before and are registered with the DUO –  

IB-Groep.

16.	Correspondence number DUO – IB-Groep:

Undergraduate/Bachelor degree:  

17a.	 Name of the Institute:

17b.	 Postal address of the institute:

17c.	 Telephone number of the institute:

17d.	 Programme of study:

18a.	 Other previous education  

		  (a diploma of an accredited Bachelor or  

		  equivalent study programme)

18b. 	 Date issued or:	  

	 Date expected:

19. 	Other relevant education or job experience if  

	 applicable (name of institution, country, study  

	 programme/employment position, years,  

	 qualification earned, etc.

Answer question 20 only if you have previously  

registered as a student of the Willem de Kooning  

Academy (WdKA) or the Rotterdam University  

(HR).

Registration details

20a. 	 Date of first enrolment:

20b.	 Department:

21. 		 How were you informed about the  

		  Piet Zwart Institute?

					   

					   

					   

					   

					   

					   

☐ 	 Bachelor	 ☐ 	 Master

					   

					   

					   

					   

					   

					   

					   

 

☐ 	 website	 ☐ 	 magazine advertisement

☐ 	 PZI newsletter	 ☐ 	 flyers

☐ 	 published articles	 ☐ 	 word of mouth

☐ 	 PZI/WdKA publication	 ☐ 	 students or alumni

☐ 	 PZI/WdKA Open Day	 ☐ 	 Staff, tutors, project leaders or guests 		

☐ 	 PZI lecture or seminar			  (past or present)

		  ☐ 	 other:					  

			   					   



Please return to: 

Piet Zwart Institute
attn.

☐ 	 Master Fine Art 

☐	  Master Interior Architecture 
	 & Retail Design 

☐ 	 Master Media Design &    
   	 Communication /
   	 Lens-Based Digital Media 

☐ 	 Master Media Design &  
   	 Communication /
   	 Networked Media 

Postal address: 
Piet Zwart Institute
Willem de Kooning Academy
P.O. Box 1272
3000 BG Rotterdam
The Netherlands

If you are sending your application 
package via a courier service, you  
may use our visiting address:
Blaak 10
3011 TA Rotterdam
The Netherlands

For questions about this form or 
appendices please contact the course 
assistant of your selected Master 
programme. General information and 
course assistant e-mail addresses can 
be found at:
http://pzwart.wdka.nl

The undersigned signifies that she has taken note of the terms of enrolment 
and that she will meet all financial and other commitments. Please note the 
following: Some data on this form will also be supplied for statistics to the 
Central Data Bank for Higher Education (CRI) and the Central Bureau for 
Statistics (CBS) in the Netherlands. Should you object to this information 
being passed onto these agencies your objection should be hand written 
in a short letter stating this. The letter should be addressed to the Student 
Service Center and included in your application package.

Place: 					   

Date: 					   

Signature:

						    

Required supplement documents and checklist (for application)

1. 	 ☐ 	 signed and dated application form

2. 	 ☐ 	 motivation letter

3. 	 ☐ 	 résumé/Curriculum Vitae

4a. 	☐ 	� a copy of the diploma of an accredited Bachelor (or equivalent) study 

programme as stated in questions 17, 18 and 19

	 	 (if your diploma is written in a language other than Dutch, English, French, 	 	

	 	 German and/or Spanish a certified English translation is required)

�4b. 	☐ 	� If your diploma has yet to be obtained, a copy will be sent as soon possible,  

to be received no later than September 1

5.	 ☐ 	 a copy of academic transcripts

6.	 ☐ 	� a copy of the personal details from your passport or birth certificate

7.	 ☐ 	 Uittreksel or GBA (dated not older than one year)

8.	 ☐ 	 valid residence permit

9.	 ☐ 	� if you do not live in the Netherlands yet, a copy of your resident certificate and 

residence permit will be sent as soon as possible, no later than September 1

10. 	☐ 	 four passport photographs

11. 	☐ 	 a copy of TOEFL or IELTS test results

12. 	☐ 	 a portfolio documenting your work

For Master Media Design & Communication applicants only

13.	☐ 	 Sample assignment

For more information visit: http://pzwart.wdka.nl under “application”


